Complications requiring operative intervention after gastric bariatric surgery.
In a series of 565 morbidly obese patients having one of five gastric bariatric procedures done at North Carolina Memorial Hospital between May 1975 and December 1982, 55 patients had 58 complications requiring reoperation. These complications included a leak from the stomach or anastomosis, stomal obstruction, and subphrenic abscess. Weight loss after vertical banded gastroplasty appears to be comparable to that following gastric bypass with Roux-en-Y gastrojejunostomy. The complication rate of vertical banded gastroplasty is the lowest of the gastric obstructive operations we have done.